The story of ABU and me...
By
Coenraad van den Heever (PhD)
(Part 2)

Welcome to the second part of my story! As you may recall, | concluded Part 1 with a tribute
to my dear ABU mate, Gert Delport (1951-2014), who passed on due to cancer. He’s main
interest revolved around the Ambassadeur, especially the Ultra Mag’s of the 80’s. Gert had
the entire series, both left or right hand models, and even had two of these reels that was
not part of his collection which he used to catch Bass with. When visiting him, we always
ended up talking about ABU and speculated how far the Ultra Mag’s actually could cast with
ceramic bearings etc.! Fond memories...

Aﬂumm TRA MAG™

YMMMMII“MMN
MASTRAX™ Magnetic Braking System

Please see Per Erlandsen’s full discussion on these champion casters! (Graphite Revolution:
Part 1). Great work.



Getting back to my Abu Matic 290 C, Gert tried his utmost best to obtain spares needed to
fix this reel for me. Even one of his contacts in Canada could not help with this particular
reel, but for the Swedish workhorses no problem! | guess being a Japanese model, spares
are not easily obtained? Maybe | am wrong... Even until today, | have not managed to repair
this sentimental reel. Maybe | should just buy another used or abused one on old flee-bay
and use it for spares... Consider this work in progress!

At one of my local tackle shops in 2007-2008, a sales assistant heard of my obsession with
ABU and kindly donated two used ABU Tight Line catalogues (circa 1999 & 2000). Now my
Tight Lines collection amounted to three, including the 1990 version. Again | was confronted
with the fabulous Morrum line- up:
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AMBASSADEUR® MORRUM

One uf last year's new products s
big successes was Ambassadeur
Morrum. An extremely solid and
robust reel that was voted "BEST
IN TEST" in many of Europe’s
biggest angling magazines. Ambas-
sadeur Morrum Is constructed from
extruded aluminium. This means
that the alignments between Individ-
ual parts are extremely fine, increas-
ing considerably the reel’s durabili-

ty, stabllity and strength, With ADS
technology the spool becomes bet-
ter balanced and your casts lenger.
It also keeps play between the spool
and frame to a minimum. Not even
the thinnest of lines can creep in and
become stuck. The NonSlip spool
grooves prevent superlines from
slipping. The Instant Anti-Reverse,
IAR, permits fish no slack line when
striking, giving you a slight edge

AMBASSADEUR

MOmRUM BB00 CL

when it's time to hook. IAR also
makes it considerably easie’ to reel
In those heavy, monster fish

This very distinguishec reel is
available for fAshing In all waters,
from mirror-like perch lakes and
gushing salmon rivers to tough sea
fishing. Ambassadeur Mérrum is yet
another precision-made miracle

from Svangsta. Built to last - from
here to eternity.

AMRBABSADEUR MORRUM Nas ks ook
number. nema, N8 CEpacty and sar number
engraved on the side of the resl, Impatant
information thatll never wear away.

Oh the emotional turmoil of not owning this silver dream machine! , but now | was also
introduced to the ONLY Swedish spinning reel on the market. You probably guessed it (drum



roll please!): “The Suveran” (Kindly see the review of Alan Hawk on this ground breaking
reel- many thanks Wayne for listing this superb review!). | think my eyes have probably
burned a hole in that particular Tight Lines page, because of the numerous times | have

‘studied’ it:
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There's a standard for what a perfect
spinning reel should look like. A
standard which we In Sviingsta call
Suveran.

Suverdn is a spinning reel for
anglers who appreciate quality, pre-
cislon, durability and all the other
quaities that play a vital role at the
water's edge.

Designed, constructed and manu-
factared in Svdngsta, Sweden,
Suverdn is the only Swedish-made
reel on the market, Consequently,
when you try a Suveran for the first
time you immediately notice the
superior Swedish quality and crafts-
manship. This Is a spinning reel
where every detall and choice of

material is carefully thought
out,

The frame is made of
extruded  aluminium
which makes the ree)
both strong and solld.
Suverdn's construction
is based on technologlcal solutions
which when combined make this the
most reliable spinning reel you can
own,

Suverdin has a revolutlonary “cen-
ter-drag™ positioned in the middle of
the reel. This gives the disc brakes a
braking surface that is four times
greater than rear-mounted drags,
and twice as great as front-mounted.
All told, you get a smoother and

SUVERAN"

stronger braking system that dis-
perses heat in a much more efficient
way. With this disc brake there's
never any risk that it'll hop or seize
up when playing charging fish.

The unique positioning of the disc

drag also makes it easier to handle,
especially If you need to adjust the
brake when you have a fish on the
line, .
In the gear housing sit four ball
bearings and the gear has a large,

Tre new and uniqua drag an the Suwesn nat anly Jues you & more paaersul and Srooder braking
Syam, IS a0 wary esgy o handie, Gwen o the most exTema SLUBLONS. ncluding thass whe
YOUTE pertians fisning with frozen fingers or thick Foves
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precision-turned worm With the new
screw that gives you  Suveran we at Abu Garcia
. an extremely smooth  have once again taken up
running action. The a proud Swedish tradition
: worm wheel is preci- - designing the world's
sion-cut and drives a stainless  best spinning reel,

steel worm screw, The precise con-

structlon Increases the reel's

strength and the life of the gear.

The large one-way stainless steel
ball »earing constitutes the heart of
the Instant Antl-Reverse function,

© 1AR.

The perfect line storage is totally
naw and means that you get consld-
erably longer casts, less wear and
less line twisting.

Suveridn is available in three
sizes, all with a 5.1:1 gear
ratia. Also Included with your
Suveriin are two spare alu-
minium spools and a case to
protect your reel during
transport.

|
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Go ahead laugh all you like, | can take it! After regaining your composure, please go to the
early advertising section from South Africa and look at the date the person wrote the review
on the ABU Morrum. Sam Knox has written it almost ten years back, but fortunately also
included his mobile number! In 2009, | decided to take a chance and phone him... You see
how ABU sick | am? But also don’t forget desperate!

After a couple of rings, a person answered: “Yes, this is Sam Knox”. Success! Now | have to
try to explain the purpose of my call... Fortunately, Sam did not find the call strange at all.
“There are a couple of the Morrum’s floating around in South Africa, but I still have a brand
new M 5600 C in the box if you would like to buy it”? Seizing the opportunity, | also asked
about the Suveran if he had heard about this reel: “Yes, | also have one of those in good
condition, would you also like to buy it?” What??? Two birds with one stone, | must be
doing something right! After violating my credit card, | received my two super reels of




Sweden a couple of days later. | finally managed to obtain an ABU Morrum that | was
longing for since 1999, but also the magnificent Suveran.

As Wayne correctly pointed out patience is of the essence in this hobby, not even to
mention the financial cost involved. | concur mate!

Up until now, | bought ABU reels in South Africa, mainly one’s in current production. Later
that same year, | decided to give e-bay a shot...Now for the classics!

This concludes Part 2 of ABU and me.



