
 

 

ABU 501 (differences) 

Renzo Di Paolo 

 

I have several specimens of this particular closed face reel, produced by 

ABU since 1977, this date had not yet been ascertained, but lately I 

found a reel, which certifies the manufacture, even if for just one month, 

in December 1977 (see pictures 771200 ). The production will run until 

1981. This article will mainly focus on the specimen in question which 

has a different mechanical, (never detected by any expert on the brand), 

which will be maintained until April 1978 (780401) see part list; after this 

date Abu had to change this configuration because the reels were 

defective in the handle-main gear transmission; originally this was 

secured with a mechanical lock achieved with a simple rivet that would 

have to avoid that the central fastening of the main gear nut loosen off, 

when subjected to stress. Personally I’ve repaired several reels with this 

problem and I still have a lot of spare parts replaced. The change 

regarding three particular: the main gear  part. 9570, part of the drag 

washer. 5753, and the addition of a singular part of the conical spring 

washer. 9372. I conclude by presenting a particular ABU 501 that has 

always been part of my collection, already performed in other texts, 

which presents a special drawing on the cover. No doubt this example 

comes from the ABU, just notice the precision with which it is made. I 

wanted to publish it in hopes of getting information to corroborate my 

hypothesis. 

 



            



 

 
Comparing versions. 

 



  

First version. 

 

  

Drag washer first version 



     

Main gear second version  

 

  

Drag washer second version 

 



 

  

Prototype 780100 

 

 

Prototype 780100 

 



  

       Petri Heil Catalog 1979 see the main gear, (the first version) still represented 
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