T his review is a rendition of areview |'ve written earlier, redone esPecially for Wayne, a goocl friend and a great and person and a Family man who is

more Passionate about and dedicated to Abu than anyone ]'ve ever seen or met })e'Fore.

This is muy first review of a ron Swedish Abu. Was never imPressecl by any sPinning reel they made sirce they started making them in {China, but this reel
forced a change of heart on me. What "this reel" is7] sorta have no idea! T he reel reviewed here is from the Cardinal 8xxi series, which is an upgrade of
the #xx (ro "i"} black coloured reels. T his reel to the best of my knowledge is identical to the Soron. A carbon copy in everything except the name, and
that the Carclma' 3071 sells for about +5% of the Prlce of a Soron. My best guess is that they 5|mP|5| renamed the Carcllna| to Soron for some reason or
another. The 807ireviewed here is the same as Soron ST X 70, the 8041 is Soron 5T X 60, etc. With this out of the way, let's proceed.

The reel is a medium sized full metal saltwater reel. The
bocly, side cover, rotor, and bail arm are made of a sturcly
aluminum a"oy. Itlocks very smart in this blue {fnish, silver

handle and 5uarc|s, and Solcl en/silver sPool.

irst thing HOUI" notice is that the reel is heavH for its size

class. Put it's "quality" heavy, not “clumsy" heavy.

Frontview. | he drag krob is the click adjustment type, which is slowly becoml’ng a

standard in I:oclay's sPinning reels.
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A real abu should have "hMade in Sweden here. But it's all hl’story now and in
those Chinese made reels theyjust Put the model's name on the foot.
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The reel comes with twe spools. The spool photagraphed here is the
new design dedicated braid spool. |t has two circular grooves with a
rubber ring in cach. You are supposed to slip the braid underneath one
of these two rings in order to keep it from slipping. | personally think that
a Piece of sticky tape would work better for this purpose, but still an
interesting design and alot of work on a $65 reel which is the price |
paid for the brand new 807ireviewed here.

]t comes with a reel bag, manua', Parts cliagram, warranty, and a second regu|ar K

sPool that is slightly cIeePer thar the braid sPool.
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In future, please warn me
snmniss THATCHER HANDBAGS DAVID

T his is one of the best features in this reel: A one Pl'ece handle with no
]oints. |t's one of the things that make it a heavier reel, but to me it is quite

worth it. |t's durable, and it gives a Pleasant solid Feeling while reeling inalure

or actua"_lj Fl'ghting a Fish.
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Side view of the reel. It has a slotted rotor both for cosmetic and weight
reduction purposes, and there are two Plastic guarc's (rec' arrows) to absorb
hits in the most suscePtiHe areas where metal would get dented or scratched.

More imPressive work for the small amount the reel costs.

Also present is the Roya| warrant that is a part of almost all Abu reels. T his

time it's embossed on the small cap that covers the main gear axle (blue

arrow).
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Removing the rear guarcl exposes a rectangular oPening in the reel's I:)o::ly.
Very useful for SPraying grease on the gears every few Fishing trfPs without
the need to Fu”H disassemble the reel.

The reel is so smooth tharks to 10 ball bearings, two of which are for the

sPool to revolve on (#4). Also seen in this Photo the sealing of the clrag from
both sides: There is a seal around the clrag knob (#I), and another at the
base of the ball bearl’ngs unit (#2). The unit itself (#3) is ::Iul'te interesting......

Here is the unit. A metal tube on which the bearings are mounted along with the
bottom seal. ] can easily see this simple yet effective system being copied and
adapted by others in the near future. The etched bearings are of the high
chromium corresion resistant type which would held very well in saltwater

environment, esPeciaHH if the owner did not clean the reel regularly.
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Ancl to make sure water won't leak to the c:lrag From the space between iy
the shaft and the unit, t|'|e5| puta rubber seal on the shaft that fits in a

recess in the back of the unit.
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The reel does not come without its Haws. One of them is the krob {itting. The
krob does wobble a lot and un‘Fortunatel_lj it's Permanently bolted to the hanc”e,
therefore it could not be removed to be fixed or to clean and lube the two ball

bearings inside the krob.

Thought] was suPPosed to remove this screw to uncover the bail

mechanism....
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But that screw is only to hold the Abu |ogo in Place, and the real mechanism

COVEr sCrew iS u ncl ern eath.
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Bail arm, made of good cluall'ty aluminum a”oy, and has alever to reach the

sPrinS which is located unusua”y further away in order to achieve a curvier

rotor cam des ign.

"ol
| ine roller has a ball l)earing kePt in Place l)B a wire sPrl'ng.

OAlan Hawk

Notl‘ling unusual here. T he common selective antireverse setu p- with the

switch right beneath the rotor. i 4 : v P -' Q]
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The cage actua"y has a removable cap. T his one is much easier to install
than the regular one Piece cage. Here HOUI” clroP the cage in Place, take
the cap o{:{:, r:IroP the steel cyll’nc' ers in Place, then reinsert the cap.

As good as the design is, the very low price of the reel manifested itself in
the poor labour in my reel's clutch: Someone at the factory put grease on
it, which is a big ro no for one way clutches, |ea::|ing to a major 5|iPPage in
the clutch while | was setting a hook leading to me falling on my back on the
rocks where | could have been really hurt. | later cleaned and oiled it with

||'5ht synthetic oil, and since there has been no more sliPPing.

T he drivetrain. #1 main gear, #2 machined brass Pl'nion, #3 the oscillation

gear, and #4 the traverse cam.
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A closer look at the drive gear shows it's not your every ::lay cheaP cast. This
l‘IEaVH gear is machined and surface treated with a wear resisting coating,.
Those shiny sPots are exPosec' ron-coated contact sPots on which the gear
was mounted during the treatment. ver owerful gear that when coupled

5 yp g P

with the brass Pl'nl'on gives smooth ru nning and will unqu estionablﬂ last for

|ong.
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The Pinion has two ball bearings to run on, notjust one.

T he drivetrain is not Perrect though. T he oscillation gear is shaky and tilts horizonta"y
alot. T his is because there is a ball }Jearing in the centre of the gear but with no
support system. In a nutshell, ball bearl’ngs have internal axial and radial Play that is
required for them to run smoothly in low temperature aPP|ication. Hence it's very hard
to IceeP agear from tl'ltl'ng when it's mounted on a ball l)earl'ng, and a support system in
the form of a second gear bereath it will be recluirer:l. T his second gear is present in
more exPensive reels by other makers, but urfortu nate|5 not in this Abu. The wear rate

of this gear is faster than it should be because of this Phenomenon.
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Main shaft is cut on one side oan. | eaves more metal and ac.cor::lingly gives more

rl'gl'cl ity to the shaft.
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The clrag washers are the same carbon mesh type used in
top reels. Tl‘IEH run c|r5| which is something | very much

PreFer to the grease covered clrag tHPE-
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| Iwas[m‘mgfﬂrwﬂn{ma | |n most other reels, inclucling some pricey ones, thE[;l Simplfﬂ
nice quiet evening lonight. €
In futa re,p!ease warriie

keeP the clrag washers in P|ace })5 awire sPring. Dut here

selfec. they machined a metal disc with threads on its side (red
about
Yourse
Sorilly

arrow #I) that locks the clrag washers securely in Place, and
it even has arubber seal to l(eeP water out (recl arrow #2).
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What would one make of the ardinal 8o0i/50ron reels?
They ol')viousl_lj share a common value with all (Chinese made
Abu sPinners: They lack the Persona|it5, character, and
Passion that came with the dear old Swedish built ones. ]F you
compare this review to the one |'ve written on this site of the
f__juveran, you'" see the lack of soul in this reel comParer:I to the
Swedish Suveran which was based on (:Iesign features clirectly
derived from a |ong line of Abus going back 5o years or about.
Sill, | was cluite Pleasecl to 'Fl'na"y see areel from Abu that
could be called "toP of the line", as every sPinning reel of their
Procluc.tion since the move to {China locked so cheaP and

Seneric to me. e, 1 | \ poot, 30 e
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such as clutch sliPPage and less than Per‘Fect 'Fl'ttl'ng in reels that mm}.»"!‘."ff,’"“ il «f“ : = - Clr‘b; bUy Henry (]nd hls brothe'
cost me $300-$350. So regarc”ess of its imPerFections, | have — ' 3 \

T he reel does not come without it's Haws, which |'ve mentioned

vmumm

in the review. Dut the thing is that |'ve seen similar Problems T

no doubt in my mind that this reelis the best value for morey

i
coenrs. Bt

out there toclay. (Can't cleny that | loved it, but it will take a i (b ety it

miracle for me to ever review a {hinese Abu agairn. It toock

them nearly a decade since the introduction of the Suveran to L why
i A tho waiting paparaea A
make another interesting reel, and for some reason | can't see Mbier 2 vour e 322 i L ara theaw

this haPPem’ng again for another decade.
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